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$250,000, they also found themselves en­
countering a resistance to the sport, which
affected their fund-raising effort.

"It was a tough sell because it was non­
traditional;' recalled Austin, whose business
regularly assists more mainstream youth
sports such as football and baseball. "There
were some people that were not comfortable
(donating) because skaters always had this
rebellious reputation, they were non-tradi­
tional and then when the city decided they
wanted it in Kennedy Park, that presented
some problems:' The stigma coupled with
the location of Kennedy Park (an area in
downtown Lewist<;m that has suffered years
of its own reputation issues) made convinc­
ing others to donate to the cause difficult.
Austin argued to naysayers that "these kids
deserve our attention and a place to go do
what they love... and (the park) is never

including demonstrations and skateboard­
ing competitions at the Great Falls Balloon
Festival. The purpose of these events was to
increase public awareness of the sport and
counter the bad reputation that skateboard­
ers had received in the past.

"The (competitions) got kids skating and
people saw it and it was a public thing.
There was a team at the TCB shop and those
kids (who skated) were congealing more;'
said Bowles of the energy surrounding the
initiative. "Everyone was pitching in. Josh
was good about speaking intelligently with
facts, eloquently, about the responsibility.
He had all the stats down about the number
of injuries from riding in the streets; all the
good arguments when you're dealing with
years of this stigma:'

For Butler and Austin, who spearheaded
the corporate fundraising with a goal of
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Show me the money
With all things comes a bottom line. For

the park SLAM wanted to create, it was
estimated that roughly $300,000 would be
needed. The group began their fundrais­
ing campaign with Nagine, Bowles and
others organizing events for skateboarders,

essential to the success of the park, she
found, and an important part of that process
was working with SLAM and community
members.

"It was fun. There were a lot of people
that came together, like the Butlers, Jodd
Bowles, police officers whose children
skated throughout Maine, so it was great
meeting a lot of people and getting their
input. So that environment was really, really
nice. It was such a community and group
effort:'

With the donation of the land, the City of
Lewiston put the project under the direc­
tion of Maggie Chisholm, Director of Parks
and Recreation. She embarked on site visits
to existing skate parks throughout the state
and New England to assess the pros and
cons of each, making sure to visit parks de­
signed and built by Breaking Ground. "I had
to figure out, how do we make a diamond?
What are people expecting from out-of­
town? What are people expecting from the
other end of Lewiston when people come
to skate?" Considering the overall aesthetic
of the skate park and its surroundings was
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Skateboarders Chris Peterson (left) and Elijah
Akerley (right) give props to 3-year-old Cooper
Flynn (center) who was at the park with his
father, Dan. Skateboarders develop a strong
camaraderie, challenging each other to work
hard, to try new things andgive encouragement.
Erik Peterson photo

Acity joins in
Encouragement for the movement came

from the support of the Lewiston City
Council when they granted SLAM land to
build the proposed park on. After debating
several locations around Lewiston, collect­
ing petitions, making presentations to the
council and trying to answer all questions
and concerns the council had, SLAM was
awarded 12,000 square feet of prime real
estate in Kennedy Park on the corner of
Spruce and Park streets next to the public
pool and across from the police station. The
City Council, upon review of the Kennedy
Park master plan, felt the skate park fit its
future vision for the area in downtown
Lewiston, while also meeting criteria that
the park be accessible, visible and safe.

"I think at the end of the day the councilors
agreed (this was a good idea);' said Butler.
"They heard from their nieces and nephews,
there were so many kids interested in doing
this, why shouldn't there be a park?"
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skate park builders to garner an idea for
cost and the space that would be needed.
SLAM received a well thought-out plan
from Rhode Island-based Breaking Ground,
a collaborative of New England's top skate
park builders who travel throughout the
region to create top-notch skate parks.
Using input from SLAM, Breaking Ground
submitted a design for Maine's first in­
ground all concrete skate park featuring a
multi-leveled reservoir with half banked and
half transitioned walls as well as staples like
quarter pipes, ledges and rails. Twenty-five
percent of the park was intended for begin­
ners and the rest reserved for average and
experienced skaters. Using concrete as the
structural material also eliminated much
of the maintenance frequently required by
parks with modular or freestanding compo­
nents. It combined all the aspects of modern
skating with a few street perks thrown in to
make everyone happy, and its features were
intended to challenge skaters as their skill
level increased.
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some of the stigma surrounding the sport.
"A lot of people have learned that skaters aren't these types

of people that want to go around and do all of these horrible
things and break people's stuff;' said Nigel. "Skaters just want
to have fun, they just want to go out and skate and when you
give them a park, they go there:'

According to Lewiston Police Chief Mike Bussiere, the
police received 18 calls for service at the skate park between
May 2010 and 2011 (the park is closed in winter months.)
The majority of the calls were from skateboarders themselves
complaining that people were riding bikes in the park, getting
in the way, refusing to leave or causing unwanted trouble.
"Despite these incidents, I would say that the skateboard park
has been a plus for the area. It gives these kids a place to go
and practice their skills:' said Bussiere.

To keep the park safe and avoid deterioration, it is in need
of repairs. Mike Bernier, downtown district manager for the
Department of Public Works who now oversees the daily
maintenance of the park, emphasized that $65,000 is needed
to totally repair the skate park. Prominent issues skaters are
facing are missing coping and cracks in the concrete that need
to be fixed before they get worse.

As an asset to the downtown and community at large, and a
place where teenagers and young adults can go to participate
in a positive activity, the skateboarding community is looking
for the help needed to fund the maintenance to keep the park
in commission. It took a group of motivated self-starters to get
the park formed; now a new generation needs to take the reins
to help keep this thriving park a part of the downtown.

"It's wonderful that the park was built, but it's more a testa­
ment to LIA and the people who worked on that project than
anything else;' recalled Nagine. "Without our former city
planners office, Butler Brothers, Austin Associates, Gendron
Construction, Breaking Grounds and the legions of parents
and young skaters from the area, this project never would
have got off the ground, never mind to completion:'
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to an overflowing and anxious crowd of 300
to 400 people.

Still skateboarding
Since the ribbon cutting five years ago,

other skate parks have cropped up in sur­
rounding towns, but the consensus among
skateboarders remains: the Lewiston Skate
Park is the best free, public park around.

"This is one of the best parks;' admitted
Chris Peterson, 19, a skateboarder from
Winthrop who participated in SLAM and
is now sponsored by Bump skateboards of
New Jersey and several other companies.
"It's got all of the right stuff, the best ob­
stacles Maine has to offer:'

This standing has led to visits from pros
and top amateurs such as Kevin Stabb,
Tobey Parkhurst, the skate teams of 1031
and the Skirtboarders, Nolan Monroe and
Amelia Brodka as well as the most publi­
cized visitor, Tony Hawk, who visited the
park in 2009.

"Our park has things for everyone;'
said Nigel Bowles, now 17 and a senior at
Edward Little High School. "It's amazing
to see people shooting videos and people
traveling from all over to come and skate
here at our park. It's great to see all these
people having a lot of fun. I think this is a
huge benefit (to the community):'

Not only drawing huge crowds and a
success in terms of construction and desir­
ability, the park has also helped to alleviate

donation made to SLAM marked the most
the foundation has donated to a single skate
park in Maine at that point in time.

"That was really validating;' said Butler.
"His donation at the time carried with it
a lot of weight and it now helped us close
it and we said, 'Listen, we are so close to
making this a reality' and people came in
and helped us to finish it up:' In the end,
several local donors came through with
some notable assistance of $25,000, $10,000
and smaller sums. The City of Lewiston
itself contributed approximately $15,000 in
fencing, landscaping, sidewalk creation and
more around the park.

What started as a disconnected idea by
a few interested skateboarders and their
families soon blossomed into one of the
most pronounced and gratifying campaigns
involving a citizen initiative in Lewiston.
With the money secured, the park was able
to be built and it opened in November 2006

going to change if we don't start bringing
our kids there" and people started to listen.
"There were some people that really stepped
up when we needed them;' said Austin.

A major boost to the effort came from
the now-disbanded Empower Lewiston,
an organization formed to foster positive
change in downtown Lewiston by creating a
participatory community. The organization
took SLAM under their non-profit umbrella
and donated $30,000 to the fundraising ef­
fort. "It complied with our mission to build
infrastructure and capacity in the down­
town;' said Jim Baumer, who served on the
board of directors for Empower Lewiston.

Following that, the seal of approval, so
to speak, for any who doubted the skate
park's viability came when the Tony Hawk
Foundation, formed by the skateboarding
legend Tony Hawk, donated $10,000. The
foundation contributes grant money to
towns looking to build skate parks, and the
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Above left: ''I'm the oldguy,"joked lifetime skaterJodd Bowles as he hit the skate park recently.
Bowles became involved with SLAM after his two sons showed interest in the sport and "selfishly, I
wanted a place to ride, too." Above right: Local 14 year-old skateboarder Elijah Akerleyfrequen ts
the Lewiston Skate Park to peifect new tricks before heading out to skateboard competitions in New
England and Florida. He's recently gained sponsorship. Opposite page: Dan Flynn has been skat­
ing all his life and now brings his three year-old, Cooper; to the park with him to teach the little guy
the ropes. "All the little trannies and stuffare perfectfor learning - there's a variety ofeverything,"
he said. He thinks the park is safefor children ifthey are properly supervised byfamily members or
friends (ofwhich he had many). Erik Peterson photos
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