








going to change if we don't start bringing
our kids there” and people started to listen.
“There were some people that really stepped
up when we needed them,” said Austin.

A major boost to the effort came from
the now-disbanded Empower Lewiston,
an organization formed to foster positive
change in downtown Lewiston by creating a
participatory community. The organization
took SLAM under their non-profit umbrella
and donated $30,000 to the fundraising ef-
fort. “It complied with our mission to build
infrastructure and capacity in the down-
town,” said Jim Baumer, who served on the
board of directors for Empower Lewiston.

Following that, the seal of approval, so
to speak, for any who doubted the skate
park’s viability came when the Tony Hawk
Foundation, formed by the skateboarding
legend Tony Hawk, donated $10,000. The
foundation contributes grant money to
towns looking to build skate parks, and the

donation made to SLAM marked the most
the foundation has donated to a single skate
park in Maine at that point in time.

“That was really validating,” said Butler.
“His donation at the time carried with it
a lot of weight and it now helped us close
it and we said, ‘Listen, we are so close to
making this a reality’ and people came in
and helped us to finish it up.” In the end,
several local donors came through with
some notable assistance of $25,000, $10,000
and smaller sums. The City of Lewiston
itself contributed approximately $15,000 in
fencing, landscaping, sidewalk creation and
more around the park.

What started as a disconnected idea by
a few interested skateboarders and their
families soon blossomed into one of the
most pronounced and gratifying campaigns
involving a citizen initiative in Lewiston.
With the money secured, the park was able
to be built and it opened in November 2006

Above left: “I'm the old guy, joked lifetime skater Jodd Bowles as he hit the skate park recently.
Bowles became involved with SLAM after his two sons showed interest in the sport and “selfishly, I
wanted a place to ride, too.” Above right: Local 14 year-old skateboarder Elijah Akerley frequents

the Lewiston Skate Park to perfect new tricks before heading out to skateboard competitions in New

England and Florida. He’s recently gained sponsorship. Opposite page: Dan Flynn has been skat-
ing all his life and now brings his three year-old, Cooper; to the park with him to teach the little guy
the ropes. ‘All the little trannies and stuff are perfect for learning — there’s a variety of everything’
he said. He thinks the park is safe for children if they are properly supervised by family members or
[riends (of which he had many). Erik Peterson photos
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to an overflowing and anxious crowd of 300
to 400 people.

Still skateboarding

Since the ribbon cutting five years ago,
other skate parks have cropped up in sur-
rounding towns, but the consensus among
skateboarders remains: the Lewiston Skate
Park is the best free, public park around.

“This is one of the best parks,” admitted
Chris Peterson, 19, a skateboarder from
Winthrop who participated in SLAM and
is now sponsored by Bump skateboards of
New Jersey and several other companies.
“It’s got all of the right stuff, the best ob-
stacles Maine has to offer””

This standing has led to visits from pros
and top amateurs such as Kevin Stabb,
Tobey Parkhurst, the skate teams of 1031
and the Skirtboarders, Nolan Monroe and
Amelia Brodka as well as the most publi-
cized visitor, Tony Hawk, who visited the
park in 2009.

“Our park has things for everyone,’
said Nigel Bowles, now 17 and a senior at
Edward Little High School. “It's amazing
to see people shooting videos and people
traveling from all over to come and skate
here at our park. It’s great to see all these
people having a lot of fun. I think this is a
huge benefit (to the community).”

Not only drawing huge crowds and a
success in terms of construction and desir-
ability, the park has also helped to alleviate

Lewiston Auburn Magazine

some of the stigma surrounding the sport.

“A lot of people have learned that skaters aren’t these types
of people that want to go around and do all of these horrible
things and break people’s stuff;” said Nigel. “Skaters just want
to have fun, they just want to go out and skate and when you
give them a park, they go there”

According to Lewiston Police Chief Mike Bussiere, the
police received 18 calls for service at the skate park between
May 2010 and 2011 (the park is closed in winter months.)

The majority of the calls were from skateboarders themselves
complaining that people were riding bikes in the park, getting
in the way, refusing to leave or causing unwanted trouble.
“Despite these incidents, I would say that the skateboard park
has been a plus for the area. It gives these kids a place to go
and practice their skills.” said Bussiere.

To keep the park safe and avoid deterioration, it is in need
of repairs. Mike Bernier, downtown district manager for the
Department of Public Works who now oversees the daily
maintenance of the park, emphasized that $65,000 is needed
to totally repair the skate park. Prominent issues skaters are
facing are missing coping and cracks in the concrete that need
to be fixed before they get worse.

As an asset to the downtown and community at large, and a
place where teenagers and young adults can go to participate
in a positive activity, the skateboarding community is looking
for the help needed to fund the maintenance to keep the park
in commission. It took a group of motivated self-starters to get
the park formed; now a new generation needs to take the reins
to help keep this thriving park a part of the downtown.

“It's wonderful that the park was built, but it’s more a testa-
ment to L/A and the people who worked on that project than
anything else;” recalled Nagine. “Without our former city
planners office, Butler Brothers, Austin Associates, Gendron
Construction, Breaking Grounds and the legions of parents
and young skaters from the area, this project never would
have got off the ground, never mind to completion.”
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